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City of Sydney Local Planning Panel - Appointment of Additional Expert 
Members 

File No: S083226.006 

Summary 

The City of Sydney Local Planning Panel (LPP) has been operating since 1 March 2018. 
The Local Planning Panel is comprised of a chair, two expert members and one community 
representative.  

Council, at its meeting of 19 February 2018, appointed the following members to the City of 
Sydney Local Planning Panel - 

 Chair - Richard Pearson 

 Alternate Chairs - Abigail Goldberg and Steven Layman 

 Expert members - Shaun Carter and Helen Lochhead 

 Alternate expert members - Steve Kennedy and Peter Romey 

 Community representative - Amelia Thorpe 

 Alternate community representative - John McInerney AM  

The Local Planning Panel has been operating well since its commencement; however, 
recently there have been instances of expert members declaring conflicts of interest due to 
professional associations with consultants representing applicants. This has meant that on 
one occasion a quorum has not been available for some of the scheduled agenda items due 
to the unavailability of the remaining small pool of experts.  

To address this administrative issue, it is recommended Council appoint additional expert 
members to the Local Planning Panel so a larger pool of expert members is available. The 
current Chair of the Local Planning Panel concurs with the need to increase expert 
membership to ensure the efficient operations of the Local Planning Panel are not 
compromised.  

This report recommends the appointment of an additional five alternate expert members 
from the Minister for Planning's pool of experts to the Local Planning Panel for a period of 
three years.  
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Recommendation 

It is resolved that Council endorse the appointment of five alternate expert members from 
the Minister for Planning's pool of experts to the City of Sydney Local Planning Panel: Paul 
Berkemeier (alternate expert member), Darlene van der Breggen (alternate expert member), 
Tony Caro (alternate expert member), Helena Miller (alternate expert member) and Penny 
Murray (alternate expert member) for a period of three years.  

Attachments 

Attachment A. Information on Local Planning Panel Expert Members   
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Background 

1. The City of Sydney Local Planning Panel (LPP) has been operating since 1 March 
2018.  

2. The Local Planning Panel is comprised of a chair, two expert members and one 
community member. Council, at its meeting of 19 February 2018, appointed the 
following members to the City of Sydney LPP: 

(a) Chair - Richard Pearson; 

(b) Alternate Chairs - Abigail Goldberg and Steven Layman; 

(c) Expert members - Shaun Carter and Helen Lochhead; 

(d) Alternate expert members - Steven Kennedy and Peter Romey; 

(e) Community representative - Amelia Thorpe; and 

(f) Alternate community representative - John McInerney AM. 

3. The Local Planning Panel has been operating well since its commencement; however 
recently there have been instances of expert members declaring conflicts of interest 
due to professional associations with consultants representing applicants. This has 
meant that on one occasion a quorum has not been available for some of the 
scheduled agenda items due to the unavailability of the remaining small pool of 
experts.  

4. To address this administrative issue, it is recommended Council appoint additional 
expert members to the City of Sydney Local Planning Panel so a larger pool of expert 
members is available. The current Chair of the Local Planning Panel concurs with the 
need to increase expert membership to ensure that the efficient operations of the Local 
Planning Panel are not compromised.  

Nomination of Expert Members  

5. On 21 December 2017, the Minister for Planning provided the City of Sydney access 
to the list of independent experts that the Minister had approved. Councils are required 
to select members to the panel from the Minister's pool of independent experts. The 
Minister's list of approved independent experts contains the names of 492 persons, of 
which 215 nominated for the City of Sydney panel. 

6. Experts must have expertise in one of the following areas: planning, architecture, 
heritage, the environment, urban design, economics, traffic and transport, law, 
engineering, tourism or government and public administration.  

7. Advice at the time was provided to local councils that an advisory panel consisting of 
independent persons from the Law Society of NSW, the Planning Institute of Australia, 
the Government Architect and the Deputy Secretary Department of Planning and 
Environment reviewed the expert member applications. The panel recommended, for 
approval by the Minister, persons suitable for chair roles and persons for the expert 
member roles. Each expert was approved on the basis of their professional standing, 
experience, technical ability and broad understanding of the development assessment 
process.   
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8. Advice was also provided to local councils that probity and political donation checks 
have been undertaken for each approved chair and independent experts, and each 
expert has provided a statutory declaration that they have not been bankrupt, do not 
have a criminal record and are not developers or real estate agents. 

9. The Director City Planning, Development and Transport has reviewed the list of the 
expert members and recommends that Paul Berkemeier, Darlene van der Breggen 
Tony Caro, Helena Miller and Penny Murray be appointed as additional alternate 
expert members of the Local Planning Panel.  Information about these candidates can 
be found in Attachment A.     

Budget Implications 

10. The appointment of additional expert members to the Local Planning Panel will not 
have any budget impacts as the costs associated with the running of the Local 
Planning Panel have been included in the 2018/19 operations budget.  It is also noted 
that at any meeting there are a maximum of four members who are paid for their 
attendance.   

Relevant Legislation 

11. Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979. 

Options 

12. If additional expert members are not appointed to the Local Planning Panel, the 
likelihood of further occurrences of a quorum not being available due to conflicts of 
interest or non-availability of panel members will increase.  

GRAHAM JAHN, AM  

Director City Planning, Development and Transport 
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